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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicants and/or their attorneys and is being submitted so as 
to comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neither applicants nor their attorneys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that the 


information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, transmitted herewith are: 

1 . A completed copy of Form PTO/SB/08 A "Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant" listing the patents, publications and other information being submitted for 
consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 A(for applications filed after June 30, 2003), except 
for copies of U.S. patents and published U.S. patent applications which are not required for 
applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

As this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 A are not required and, 
therefore, not included herewith. 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) 

I hereby certify that no item of information listed on the enclosed Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. Section 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

I hereby certify that each item of information listed on the enclosed Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 


2 


Respectfully submitted, 


Date: December 4, 2003 



MADSON & METCALF 
Gateway Tower West 
15 West South Temple, Suite 900 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
Telephone: 801/537-1700 
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

Complete if Known 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

Application Number 

10/678,013 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Filing Date 

October 2, 2003 

First Named Inventor 

Kent C. Ericksen 


Group Art Unit 


(use as many sheets as necessary) 

Examiner Name 


Sheet 1 of 2 

Attorney Docket Number 

3146.2.33 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Exarnmar 
Initials * 

Cite No. 1 

Document Number 

Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 

Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

Number - Kind Code 2 *'*" 0 "" 0 


U1 

US-3,837,687 

Sept. 24, 1974 

Leonard 



U2 

US-4, 123,090 

Oct. 31, 1978 

Kotsakis et al. 



U3 

US-4,288,113 

Sep. 8, 1981 

Saulnier 



U4 

US-4,440,424 

Apr. 3, 1984 

Mode 



U5 

US-4,573,716 

Mar. 4, 1986 

Guest 



U6 

US-4,593,943 ' 

Jun. 10, 1986 

Hama et al. 



U7 

US-4,606,783 

Aug. 19, 1986 

Guest 



U8 

US-4,630,848 

Dec. 23, 1986 

Twist et al. 



U9 

US-4,657,286 

Apr. 14, 1987 

Guest 



U10 

US-4,712,810 

Dec. 15, 1987 

Pozzi 



U11 

US-4,722,558 

Feb. 2, 1988 

Badoureaux 



U12 

US-4,747,626 

May 31, 1988 

Hama et al. 



U13 

US-4,777,669 

Oct. 18, 1988 

Rogus 



U14 

US-4,804,213 

Feb. 14, 1989 

Guest 



U15 

US-4,834,423 

May 30, 1989 

DeLand 



U16 

US-4,895,395 

Jan. 23, 1990 

Ceriani 



U17 

US-4,925,217 

May 15, 1990 

Ketcham 



U18 

US-4,946,213 

Aug. 7, 1990 

Guest 



U19 

US-4,951,975 

Aug. 28, 1990 

Bartholomew 



U20 

US-5, 135,268 

Aug. 4, 1992 

McNaughton et al. 



U21 

US-5, 152,555 

Oct. 6, 1992 

Szabo 



U22 

US-5, 160, 179 

Nov. 3, 1992 

Takagi 



U23 

US-5,292,157 

Mar. 8, 1994 

Rublchon 



U24 

US-5,366,262 

Nov. 22, 1994 

Couvreur 



U25 

US-5,41 5,825 

May 16, 1995 

Sellers 



Examiner 


Date 


Signature 


Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. a Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be 
sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and selection option 2. 
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Approved for use through 06/30/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

Complete if Known 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

Application Number 

10/678,013 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Filing Date 

October 2, 2003 

First Named Inventor 

Kent C. Ericksen 


Group Art Unit 


(use as many sheets as necessary) 

Examiner Name 


Sheet 2 of 2 

Attorney Docket Number 

3146.2.33 



U26 

US-5,464,228 

Nov. 7, 1995 

Weber et al. 



U27 

US-5,51 8,276 

May 21, 1996 

Gunderson 



U28 

US-5,551,732 

Sep. 3, 1996 

Bartholomew 



U29 

US-5,551,735 

Sep. 3, 1996 

Takayanagi et al. 



U30 

US-5,655,796 

Aug. 12, 1997 

Bartholomew 



U31 

US-5,692,784 

Dec. 2, 1997 

Hama et al. 



U32 

US-5,775,738 

Jul. 7, 1998 

Bartholomew 



U33 

US-5,794,984 

Aug. 18, 1998 

Bartholomew 



U34 

US-5,934,709 

Aug. 10, 1999 

Morrison 



U35 

US-5,989,240 

Nov. 23, 1999 

Strowe 



U36 

US-6,010,160 

Jan. 4, 2000 

Bartholomew 



U37 

US-6,062,607 

May 16, 2000 

Bartholomew 



U38 

US-6, 170,886 

Jan. 9, 2001 

Bartholomew 



U39 

US-6, 174,002 

Jan. 16, 2001 

Rho 



U40 

US-6, 183,022 

Feb. 6, 2001 

Guest 



U41 

US-6,464,266 

Oct. 15, 2002 

O'Neill et al. 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials * 

Cite No. 1 

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 

T 2 


01 

Product sheet distributed at a trade show on or before November 19, 2003 



02 

Print out of web pages describing compressed air fittings on or before November 21, 2003. 



Examiner 


Date 


Signature 


Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be 
sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and selection option 2. 


